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The Lyman Allyn Art Museum opened in 1932. It was designed by
architect Charles A. Platt in the classical Greek Revival style
popular at the time. Since the museum opened, it has gone
through two expansions that form the building as it looks today.

Whats in a name?

Look at the name on the building. Is there anything missing? When
first founded by Harriet Allyn and built in 1932, the Museum was
called the Lyman Allyn Museum. It did not have a specific focus on
art until later as the collection took shape.

* \Why are names important?

* How do they show identity and meaning?

Twin Designs

The Lyman Allyn has a twin building in Massachusetts,
which means they have the same design. Charles
Platt also built the Addison Gallery in Andover, MA,
but the Lyman Allyn is a stone building, while the
Addison was built of bricks.
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Superior Symbols
The medallions inscribed between the columns on the Museum’s
facade represent the allegorical ideals of Beauty, Inspiration and
Imagination. Greek sculpture often used people to symbolize
meaning, which is why the medallions show women.

* Why were these symbols chosen for a museum?

* \What other symbols, or ideas, come to mind when you think

about art?

Forming a Collection

If you could fill a building with interesting things, what would you
put inside? What would you want your building to look like?
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New London, CT 06320
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What is Greek Revival?

Greek Revival was an architectural movement in the late 18th and
early 19th centuries that took inspiration from traditional Greek
architecture. The fagade of the Lyman Allyn is designed to look like
a Greek temple. Look at the triangular pediment at the top. Then,
notice the tall, fluted columns with the flat, pancake-like, Doric
toppers. Then, look beneath the pediment at the three medallions,
symbolically representating Beauty, Inspiration and Imagination.

* Compare the Museum to the image of the Parthenon.

* What is similar? What is different?
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