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ALLISON GILDERSLEEVE EXPLORES MEMORY, PLACE, AND TIME  

IN EXHIBITION AT THE LYMAN ALLYN 
 
New London – The Lyman Allyn Art Museum is pleased to 
announce the upcoming exhibition Allison Gildersleeve: 
Here Somewhere, on view October 11, 2025 through 
January 18, 2026. In Gildersleeve’s richly layered paintings, 
time is not sequential, and location is not fixed. She 
deconstructs and reassembles the familiar, guided by the 
shifting nature of memory. Her compositions blend the 
monumental with the mundane, transforming landscapes 
and interiors into intricate visual mazes that defy fixed 
perspective and chronology.  
 
Gildersleeve keeps a sketchbook of ink drawings where she 
reduces her surroundings into a simple iconography. This 
visual "alphabet" becomes the foundation for her paintings, 
where each object serves as a stand-in for a time, place, or 
memory. When these symbols converge on the canvas, they 
compress disparate experiences into a singular, layered 
timeline. Her paintings carry a sense of narrative overload, 
with each layer evoking the immediacy of a moment, whether it occurred an hour or a 
decade ago. 
 
“I paint environments as they present themselves to me: as dynamic, ever-changing places 
thick with anticipation, dread, happiness, calm,” says Gildersleeve. “These are experiential 
landscapes — settings filled with the presence of human activity and emotion even though no 
people are painted within them. I use photographs I have taken in the same locale over a ten-
year period as source material, but the paintings are never derived from just one take.” 
 
A native of southeastern Connecticut, Gildersleeve was raised in a colonial farmhouse 
surrounded by woods. She deliberately returns to the familiar settings of her childhood — 
wooded areas, home interiors, open highways, and backcountry roads — to show that 
repeated visits to the same place invariably result in wildly divergent depictions. 
 
The opening reception is Friday, October 10, from 5 – 7 p.m. Museum members are free, 
and non-members are $10. To register, call 860.443.2545 ext. 2129 or email us at 
info@lymanallyn.org.  
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Allison Gildersleeve, Split Screen detail, 2024, 

oil on canvas, 66” x 60” 
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For more information or to request images, please contact Rebecca Dawson by email at 
dawson@lymanallyn.org. 
 
This exhibition has been made possible with support from an anonymous foundation. Funding 
has also been provided by the Connecticut State Legislature, administered by the Department 
of Economic and Community Development, Office of the Arts.  
 
About the Artist 
Gildersleeve received her MFA from Bard College and her BA from William and Mary. 
Gildersleeve has exhibited widely across the United States and abroad. Notable solo 
exhibitions include Duck Creek Arts Center (East Hampton, NY), Asya Geisberg Gallery (New 
York, NY), Auxiliary Projects (Brooklyn, NY), Gallery (Denver, CO), Cynthia Reeves (Walpole 
NH), Valley House Gallery (Dallas, TX), The George Gallery (Charleston, SC) Galleri 
Andersson/Sandstrom (Stockholm, SE) and Olle Nymans Ateljeer (Stockholm, SE). Selected 
group exhibitions include Eric Firestone Gallery (East Hampton, NY), Orwells Garden 
(Brooklyn, NY), Sarah Shephard Gallery (Larkspur, CA) Platform Project Space, (Brooklyn, NY), 
Bienvenue Steinberg & J (New York, NY) Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary Art (NY), 
CRG Gallery (New York, NY), PS122 (New York, NY), Sharon Arts Center (Peterborough, NH), 
Dunkers Kulturhus (Helsingberg, SE) and Gana Art Space (Seoul, Korea). Gildersleeve was a 
2018-2019 recipient of The Sharpe-Walentas Studio Program in Brooklyn, NY. She has been 
twice awarded the NYFA Fellowship in Painting. She has been an artist resident at Yaddo, the 
Millay Colony, the Vermont Studio Center, the Liquitex International Research Residency in 
London, the Norman Bird Sanctuary in Newport RI and Pouch Cove Foundation in 
Newfoundland, Canada. Gildersleeve lives and works in Brooklyn, NY. 
 
About Lyman Allyn Art Museum  
Lyman Allyn Art Museum welcomes visitors from New London, southeastern Connecticut, 
and all over the world. Established in 1926 with a gift from Harriet Allyn in memory of her 
seafaring father, the Museum opened the doors of its beautiful neoclassical building 
surrounded by 12 acres of green space in 1932. Today it presents several changing 
exhibitions each year and houses a fascinating collection of over 19,000 objects from ancient 
times to the present, including art from Africa, Asia, the Americas, and Europe, with 
particularly strong collections of American paintings, decorative arts and Victorian toys and 
doll houses.  
 
The museum is located at 625 Williams Street, New London, Connecticut, exit 83 off I-95. It is 
open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Sundays 1 – 5 p.m., and closed on 
Mondays and major holidays. For more information call 860.443.2545, ext. 2129 or visit 
www.lymanallyn.org.  
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