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LYMAN ALLYN PRESENTS HOLIDAY ART FROM THE COLLECTION 

 
New London – The Lyman Allyn Art Museum is pleased to announce the 
opening of Season’s Greetings: Holiday Art from the Collection, on view 
November 8, 2025 through January 18, 2026. With art that explores 
holiday cheer and the tradition of artistic gift-giving, this exhibition delves 
into the Museum’s collection to showcase the artwork, cards, and gifts 
that artists make for friends, family, and patrons. Some pieces were given 
as holiday gifts, while others speak to the season more broadly with 
wintery imagery. 
 
Family and the home often feature in artists’ holiday cards. J. Alden Weir 
depicted his wife and daughter in the 1889 etching Christmas Greens, 
while contemporary artist Yinka Shonibare reflected on home in his 2002 
Dollhouse, which recreates his East London townhouse at small scale. 
 
Holiday art often reflects an artist’s broader interests and distinctive 
style. Trained as an architect, John Taylor Arms produced holiday prints 
featuring cathedrals, street scenes, and houses. Connecticut College art 
professor William McCloy’s 1966 Ave reflects a cubist/surrealist phase in 
the artist’s varied career. Married Stonington artists Janvier and Gustaf Miller have long sent 
out collaborative holiday art cards in a range of media. 

 
A distinctive group of holiday art comes from the Peter Norton Family 
Christmas project. Each year between 1988 and 2018 the Nortons worked 
with a different artist to produce an edition of small-scale art that they sent to 
friends as holiday gifts. These range from the whimsical anime Oval by 
Takashi Murakami, 2000, to a music box by the composer and artist Christian 
Marclay in 2005. George Waterman III of New London donated a nearly 
complete set of the Norton Family Christmas project to the museum in 2021. 
 
A gallery talk will be held on Thursday, December 11 from 5:30 – 7 p.m. 
Museum members are $10, and non-members are $15. To register, call 
860.443.2545 ext. 2129 or email us at info@lymanallyn.org.  
 
For more information or to request images, please contact Rebecca Dawson 
by email at dawson@lymanallyn.org. 
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Alden Weir, Christmas Greens, 

1889, etching and drypoint on 

paper, 8 x 6 inches. Private 

Collection. 

Takashi Murakami, Oval, 

2000, colored plastic vinyl 

and mini CD. Peter Norton 

Family holiday gift project  

Gift of George Waterman III, 

2021. 
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About Lyman Allyn Art Museum  
Lyman Allyn Art Museum welcomes visitors from New London, southeastern Connecticut, 
and all over the world. Established in 1926 with a gift from Harriet Allyn in memory of her 
seafaring father, the Museum opened the doors of its beautiful neoclassical building 
surrounded by 12 acres of green space in 1932. Today it presents several changing 
exhibitions each year and houses a fascinating collection of over 19,000 objects from ancient 
times to the present, including art from Africa, Asia, the Americas, and Europe, with 
particularly strong collections of American paintings, decorative arts and Victorian toys and 
doll houses.  
 
The museum is located at 625 Williams Street, New London, Connecticut, exit 83 off I-95. It is 
open Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Sundays 1 – 5 p.m., and closed on 
Mondays and major holidays. For more information call 860.443.2545, ext. 2129 or visit 
www.lymanallyn.org.  
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